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and rice. Nor is the main industry in an altogether flourishing
condition; the cattle are of a poor quality and suffer severely
from a pest known as the tick, which by boring into the skins of
the unfortunate animals is apt to spoil the hides. The meat is not
of a kind fit for a high-class frozen or chilled beef trade, even if
the animals could be transported at reasonable cost and without
loss of condition to the eastern ports. Yet there are upwards of
6 million cattle in Matto Grosso and Goyaz ; the surplus animals
from which are taken either to Eastern Brazil to be fattened for
fresh beef or are sent to the saiaderos or salt-beef factories in
Brazilian territory or farther south on the lower Parana and
Uruguay Rivers.

Mineral deposits of some importance exist in Southern Matto
Grosso, which is second to Minas Geraes among Brazilian states
in the production of gold, and possesses a diamond field in the
region round Cuyaba. These two minerals are actively worked,
since transportation costs are a relatively small item. Manganese
ores have been mined in the Urucum Range near Corumba in the
same state, where deposits exist estimated to contain 30 million
tons of high-grade mineral, the largest in the world. Ores
from this source have been exported down the Paraguay River
through Rosario. Though handicapped by great distance from
the coast, which hindered development for a time, this field
is able to compete with more accessible ones in Eastern Brazil
(see p. 128) and in other countries such as the Gold Coast and
India.

The name Matto Grosso, meaning large forest, is in some degree
a misnomer, since much less than a third of the plateau section of
the state is forested, and in general both here and in Goyaz pro-
ducts of the forest and of miscellaneous vegetable origin are of
little significance at present. True, there are large areas in
Northern Matto Grosso and Goyaz on the slopes towards the
Amazon in which untouched rubber-producing trees, both heveas
and castilloas, are very abundant, but these are not of any imme-
diate account. On the uplands mangabeira (see p. 140) grows
scattered over a wide territory and is exploited for its sap. There
Is no question of utilizing the timbers of the forest patches now
or within measurable time for any purpose except local construc-
tion work and for fuel, a statement which is true of almost all the
upland areas of the Brazilian Plateau; the tendency is rather to
destroy the forests by burning off than to turn their resources to
account. The vegetable world in the western plateaus, however,
produces one product of which these regions provide practically
the whole of the world's supply. The ipecacuanha plant grows
in clumps in moist shady patches in the region immediately south